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NARRATOR: Kids, when you're single all
you're looking for is happily ever
after.
But only one of your stories can end that
way. The rest end with someone getting
hurt.
This is one of those stories, and it
starts with a shirt.
A shirt?
NARRATOR: Just listen,
because none of this would have happened
if it hadn't been for that shirt.

Right? Right?

Look at those colors. Green and brown,
together at last.

Hot top, bro! Is it new?

That's the crazy part. I've had this
shirt for, like, six years. Until this
morning, I wasn't into it at all,

but now, it's like my tastes have
changed.

-Booger. -Yes, hello, Barney.

ROBIN: Barney's offered me 50 bucks to
say some stupid word on a live news
report.

Not some stupid word. "Booger."

But I'mnot doing it. I ama journalist.
What?! Journalist?! You do the little
fluff pieces at the end of the news.
0ld people. Babies. Monkeys. That's not
journalism.

That's just... things in a diaper.

For your information, my boss is about to
bump me up to... the city hall beat.
City hall? Miss Thing.

So I'mnot going to jeopardize my
promotion by saying "booger" for 50
bucks.

0f course not.

'cause now you're saying "nipple," and
it's a hundred.

Step into my web.

Mmm! Whose bourbon is this?

Ooh, I don't know. It was here when we sat
down.

The point is... I seem to like bourbon
now. I could've sworn I hated bourbon.
First the shirt, now bourbon.

I spent 27 years making up my mind about
things, right?

The movie I saw once and hated; the city
I'll never go back to 'cause it was
raining the day I visited.

Maybe it's time to start forming some
second impressions.

You're finally gonna watch Goonies
again?

Sloth love Chunk.

Not Goonies. Girls.

What if there's someone from my past who
I thought was wrong for me at the time,
when in fact she, like this shirt, is
actually a perfect fit?

Hold up. There are only two reasons to
ever date a girl you've already dated:
Breast... implants.

You know, this isn't a bad idea.

Let's think... Ted's greatest hits.
What about that girl Steph?

Steph...

Okay, this is difficult to say:

Back when I lived in L.A., I was pretty
broke,
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so I spent a month making adult films.
Wow. Okay...

How. .. how many did you make?

175

Say what you will about the porn
industry, they're hard workers.

What about that chick, um... Jackie?
...and my bathing suit had fallen
completely off.

I know the feeling. Once,

when I was 16, I was driving, and I hit
this hitchhiker.

Don't know what happened to him— just
kept driving. (laughing)

Uh... no.

What about Natalie?

ALL: Natalie...

Who's Natalie?

NARRATOR: Natalie. I had so many fond
memories of her:

The tea candles on her dresser,

the sock monkey collection on her bed,
that one Belle & Sebastian song she
always listened to,

her smile...

Man, I haven't seen her in, like, three
years.

Well, why'd you guys break up?

I just wasn't looking for a big
commitment at the time. Of course, now a
big commitment doesn't seem so bad.
Maybe I should call her. What do you guys
think?

You dumped a porn star?

Friendship over.

Friendship over!

Come in! A1l right,

get back to me, then.

You wanted to see me, Mr. Adams.

Yes, I did.

I need you to cover a story.

It's down at city hall.

City hall?

Oh, my God.

So, next time you're passing city hall,
make sure and stop by New York's oldest
hot dog cart.

Today, a delicious hot dog will cost you
$2.50.

But, back when the stand first opened, in
1955,

you could get one for only a nipple.

ZFNTly BB AVEE> TWzD

A Z5..

ARESTCATE?

175

AVEREEELH SR
BORIFESRE? Vv yE—7
LKEDERICRITTUE 5,

SEEEIN DD BEOELITE
16RDEICEEEGELTWT EvFINL h—%

RTULEVWEULE

WHESBofeMFHS TRV E, fefiBER%x il
TWizh, (58)

5_9\‘)( Tt—:o

FHY—FESTIN?

ALL: %1 —..

FEIYV—.FFV—>TH?
FTL—=F—:F5U—TF, BREFLIADRE
WHEAH D F,
RLyb—lctishicrTs—Fv> NILP

Ry ROEICKEY YIEYF—DAL VY3V

WL NWDEEENWT W RNIL&E/NZAF ¥ DH..,

HZDEE...

533FHR->TRVK

BERNIZATIN?

LEFIE, KEBWEE U< Bh oA, 53
S ERBSTIEFAREGHNREELBVWERSIFE
mo

BEZICBFELTHEL SN R, AARIZESES?

RIS ZBERS 12D ?

RiEED D12

RERED DI |

A>T | bhotd

EELT N
BIFOTL L SH. FPYLRSA?

BH. TS5
HBIREEBMLTRLVAL
FRAFTOETTH

TR ?

E5BATEH

SE HRIEES EXiE
NYBHEDRY h Ry s - H— kg IEH>THT
<REW,

SH. £HRULWKRY k Ry Sl 25RILTY,

UD L. ZORIY RHBIHTA—F> LT21955

FlTiF
U U, 1955FICRY Y RNA—T > U Tc 4B

d ol OAEIDTHRY KRy SEBRZ T E
PTEDTT,

Reporting live, Robin Scherbatsky, Metro X NAZa2—X1QOAEY - ¥ )L/ F—H'&EH

News 1.

I said "nipple" on the news. That was so
unprofessional!

I said "nipple" on the news!

At least it's better than "booger."
Booger.

(knocking) There she is.

Hey, is it cold in here? 'Cause I can
kinda see Robin's nickels.

Now, for your next challenge...
There is not going to be another
challenge. I don't care how much you
offer me.

Oh, search your soul, Robin.

You and I both know this wasn't about the
money. Sure, Metro News 1 pays you jack,

and, hey, a little green salad on the
side is good for you, me, and Mr. McGee.
Seriously, who talks like that?
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What baby really likes

is the thrill of pulling one over

on those bean counters who
underappreciate you,

and still haven't promoted you,

and so, for two more hundie sticks,
baby's going to look in the camera and
say this.

Eww!

I'mjust assuming.

I gotta go back to work.

See ya. Bye.

Baby's gonna think about it.

Found it! I found Natalie's number.
Hey, Ted! Nice shirt! Is it yesterday
already?

I am calling her. This is crazy.

I haven't talked to her in, like, three
years.

Wonder if she even remembers me.
-Hello. -Natalie.

It's Ted Mosby.

Go to hell.

She remembers me.

Why would Natalie hang up on you?

I don't know.

-Did you sleep with her sister? —No.
-Did you sleep with her mom? —No.

I'm losing interest in your story.
Well, you must have done something. Why
did you guys break up?

He wasn't ready for a commitment.

And her birthday might've been coming
up.

(suspiciously): Uh-huh...

Okay, so I didn't want to get a
boyfriend-level gift for a girl I was
just about to break up with.

So you dumped her right before her
birthday?

No, I didn't dump her right before her
birthday.

Uh-oh.

Natalie! Hey. Happy birthday.
Listen...

(in rhythm): Never break up with a girl
on her birthday!

Lily, please! The shirt!

I know! It was a mistake!

Well, did she cry her eyes out?

I don't know.

How do you not...?!

Oh, you didn't.

Natalie! Hey, happy birthday.
Listen...

You're awesome.

You really are. Awesome.

I'mjust like super-busy right now,
SO. .

maybe we should just... call it a day.
But you're awesome.

On her answering machine!?

Lily, come on. And on her birthday?!
Oh, who breaks up with somebody on their
answering machine on their birthday?!
Yeah, dude. E-mail.

Not exactly the point I was trying to
make, Marshall.

That is a terrible way to break up with
someone.

Okay, in my client's defense,

is there an unterrible way to break up
with somebody? No.

Personally, I'd rather hear the bad news
on an answering machine than face the
humiliation in person.
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It's the least painful way you can do it.
Who are you calling?

Hi, Marshall. It's Lily. We're not gonna
have sex for at least a month,

but you're awesome.

Okay, bye-bye.

a big mistake, Ted. You should've done it
in person.

Thank you.

Desperate, please-don't-leave-me sex is
amazing.

Okay, it was childish and stupid. I
just... I didn't want to see her cry.
Well, guess what? She cried.

You just didn't have the sack to face
those tears.

That was me then, okay? This is the new,
old-shirt- wearing, sack-having Ted.
I'm gonna make this right.

You know what else? "My younger sister
just got married, and I'm about to turn
30" sex.

Fantastic.

An occasion that was supposed to be
joyous

suddenly turned tragic when Ethel and
Sadie Margolis,

New York's oldest twins,

suddenly passed away on this, the eve of
their 100th birthday.

I'madirty, dirty girl.

(flatly): Ow.

Reporting live, Robin Scherbatsky, Metro
News 1.

Joel Adams wants to see you in his
office.

Before you say anything, I just want to
say I really like working here at Metro
News 1.

That's great. So, my dog keeps going
What's...? What?

You have dogs, right? What do you think
that means?

Take him to the vet?

(sputters) Genius. That's one I owe you.
Was that all?

Yeah.

And nothing about the twins story?

Oh, yeah, great job on that one. New York
loves you. You're a superstar. Bye-bye.

NARRATOR: That's when Robin realized no
one, not even her boss, watched Metro

Natalie! Come on! I justwant tosayI'm
sorry.

I only came down here 'cause you wouldn't
take my call.

{’kfHey, here's an idea——
{Elwhy don't you leave a message?
) (forced laugh) Good one.

Okay, fine, I'm just going to leave this
sock monkey here.

HiGood-bye.

Look, look, look. I know you're mad,
but...

Piihappy birthday... three years ago.
¥A0h, yeah? Up yours three years ago.

Look, look, I was an idiot leaving that
message.
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kI realize how much that sucked.
£EINo, you don't.

ErAMaybe we should just call it a day.
ZU)But you're awesome.

klOkay, bye.



) (weakly) : Surprise.

EPAThere was a surprise party that night?
HEiHow come nobody told me?

People think I can't keep a secret, but I
totally can.

{LSorry, not the issue. Look, Natalie,

I was just a stupid kid back then,
terrified of commitment.

And I suppose you're suddenly ready to
get married and settle down.

LlWell, yeah, actually.

SERT'm a different guy now.

HiGive me another chance, huh?

You must think I have absolutely no self-
respect.

HlCome on, just a cup of coffee.
(high-pitched voice): Please, Natalie.
Give the guy a chance.

vriSelf-respect is overrated.

EEIWow .

Maybe it was the caffeine, but you've
=kireally brought your game up to a whole
new level.

P Thanks.

I did just start subscribing to Esquire.
They have some helpful columns.

5 The following is from the October issue.
NARRATOR: So Natalie and I started
ridating again. And just like that, it all
came back.

E¥AThe tea candles... the sock monkeys...
s Belle and Sebastian, all of it.

It seemed like happily ever after wasn't
far off.

HrAWell, I better run.

141 have my Krav Maga class in half an hour.
Krav Maga. How cool is it that she does
Krav Maga?

SklThanks, honey.

HL1Bye, guys.

SlDude, what's Krav Maga?

PIIT have no idea. Some kind of yoga?

You know, that Natalie, she's good
times.

Yeah, she's, like, the best girl you've
dated in years.

¥rlYeah, Ted, hold on to that one.

EldYeah. I have to break up with her.

VAT don't get it, man. Natalie's awesome.
I know, she's terrific, but I have to
break up with her.

(in rhythm): Why couldn't you leave that
poor girl alone?

ZYAT know. I hate this.

These past three weeks have been great. I
Zlshould be in love with her, but I'm not
feeling that thing.

EEIIt's ineffable.

L Ineffable. Good word.

%11So when are you going to do it?

She's probably on the subway by now. You
could call her voice mail:

{2 Beep! "Dumped." Click. Done.

No, I have to do this face-to-face. I
just, I don't knowwhat I'mgoing to say.
SET'm not ready for a commitment.

PI0h, that's such a cliché.

It's not acliché, it's a classic. It's
#Lithe "Stairway to Heaven" of breakup
lines.

SClWell, I think Natalie deserves better.
Better. There's no "better" in breaking
up.

There's only "less awful." A cliché is a
cliché for a reason. It's comforting.
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It doesn't matter. I already told her I
am ready for a commitment, so...

Oh, my God. There's no way out. I'mgonna
have to marry her.

=INo, no, we're gonna get you out of this.
Okay, how about... "It's not you, it's
me"?

PAMm, mm, six words——

ZZlYou look fat in those jeans.

ZGYou're free to go.

Ted, have you considered telling her the
truth?

EtiSeriously, honey, men are working here.

break up with her?

) The truth? She's not the one.

P41So tell her that.

Oh, you can't tell her that. That's
horrible.

LIgWhy? What is so horrible about that?
Yeah, what is so horrible about that?
She's not the one.

hear?

The chances of one person being another
Sliperson's "the one" are like six billion
to one.

Yeah, you have better chances of winning
the lottery.

Exactly! You wouldn't take it personally
if you lost the lottery.

All right, man, tell her the truth. She's
gonna cry.

Yeah, and he's gonna sit there and he's
gonna take it like a man.

VA1 have to do the mature thing.

Want to talk mature? I just wrapped up a
live newscast by honking my own boobs.
EEIANd great TV was had by all.

LZIALL right, Scherbatsky, new challenge,
and this one's big. But so is the cash
reward.

For $1,000—— you heard me—— all you have
to do

is get up there on the news and do one of
these.

Elbert Ickey Woods, the Bengals were
fools to cut you in '91.

Your 1,525 rushing yards and your 27
touchdowns will not be forgotten.

So Coach Dave Shula, screw you and your
crappy steakhouse."

What do I care? It's not like anyone's
watching, anyway, right?

So, the next night, I took Natalie out to
dinner... to do the mature thing.

Look, uh, Natalie, there's something I
have to say.

Yeah. No, it's okay, I wasn't telling
anyone about it.

{PAToday's your birthday!

104 ) .

{9 I didn't get you anything.

Ted, what is the truth? Why do you want to

Why is that such a heartbreaking thing to
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LL10h, it's okay. HH. WD K,

You know, you've already given me the - e . 5

best present of all. 9 BRIFACEESDOILEY F b,

HE1T can trust again. E o VST (<Y o)

PI)You' re welcome. ESWELELT

P¥A0h, sir, much more wine. T4 VDD EEA

Henry, as New York's oldest hansomcab YU — BHEDY I —EHFELT E<DI L

driver, you've seen quite a lot. #BTEf-bh

In your past 60 years on the job, what is BEGOEHDHETEOFT. REIFHA TV

your most exciting memory? BRERWHEATIM?

Twell. .. Z>57T91h..

YYAAh, this is it. HH. INTI 1,

ZE10h, boy, here we go. HH. FSH. Inh.

Everyone, everyone, if I may direct your &3 A. B3h. HLLBLIFRETLEITEEL
attention to the television. TLIEE W,

ElYou are about to see something amazing. SHh5TVWEDZRTWEREEZEXT,

EJAnd then, in '72, LT, 72FIClE

Ti;lg?y Mantle rode my cab for the fourth SYvF— - IVRNIDPFRADY IV —ICADBOREREZUE U,
) Come on, baby. Bring it home. TH. "M E—, Bh&

5 But the most exciting moment—— ULH L. BEIFYA T VI BREREI..
that would have to be this one, right A - N o

now. iS5, COBEETRITNIEERD TR A,
S8 Look at me. I'mon TV. MZRTLREIV, TLEIRHTWBATR

DYIEBEHES % & ‘®AT
HUAT never thought I'd have my story told. Eﬁ PENBSNOBATBTHHITATL
D52 NE Lk ALY - Y LAY F—
PXiThank you, Miss Robin Scherbatsky. iz deEnELL 7T vx
L Thank you. HOMESTTVWE LT

NARRATOR: And right then, Aunt Robin
P¥irealized how important her job truly
was.

FL—F— 1 ZLTZOK. QEVERTAIRESD
DHEEOEEHICKMA WD T,

ANV —, BRICOYMBEELIDIENTETHAR
&I It's an honor to tell your story, Henry. s MBERERSZ STHR

TY,
You know, Metro News One may not be ANAZ2—RAT7ViE RERINTREHED FEA
number one in viewership, H-
ELlbut this reporter takes pride in... ZOLR—F—EEDEFE>T...
¥¥10h, my God, I'm covered in horse crap! BEOELZSIFE!
Y& 0h, my... it's inmy hair. EDEICDVWEp ok
¥ You planned that? HIFT-DETE?
ZEl0w, my knee! Ow! No, Marshall. Bo BN TEW I WP, Y—Y vl
A That was beyond my wildest dreams. BlcbBhahorfico
So, if you ever come to Alabama, my mom & UZJN\NICKS Z enHNE IYHAERGY
throws these huge crawfish boils, DHZZficc<hd L

and she's just dying to meet you, by the
way .

Look, Natalie, there's something I have B F9U— SNEWCERBBLEN SECS
{Z3to say, and, uh, there's no good way to

BRI\ >TEb&

say it, ZBVALED..

BT want to break up. Az WAL,

SEIT don't think you're the one for me. HBIIFFADEMDATIEEVWERS D,
I don't want to waste your time, because EDRBZMEKIC U BWVWALED I LIFERHIC
I really like you. TFEREHMS

I want to do right by you, and I think the e N A o
F¥lbest way for me to do that is just to be i;{;g;i;_%;i;go At EDIOICI

honest.
PPAT'm sorry. EEXY

P¥I0h, God, just let it out. HH. WML TnEMESHLTCREE W,
PLlThey're only tears. ORI Lo

= 1'm not the one for you?! FEFHBLICENTWEND ?

I'msorry, I just... I-I-I thought the SHARI WM. KADORIEELLS &R
mature thing to do... >7...

VENTt's my birthday! SHIZFADFER &K |

YElYes, I know. I didn't realize... lEW, bh>TWET, [IODEh ..

It's my birthday, and you're telling me FADFEHBODIC, FAD B BRIz DERD A TIFEREWN
I'mnot the one for you?! EESDOTIMN! ?

¥¥AIt's really not such a big deal. AU7eZ ETREBWATT,

Lotiay, e oddsm ItTs Like you Lost the micim < Uicifc o ke Sab0EA SR
Oh, so dating you is like winning the BRBIEEMEEGSDIF E<LLICYULBLSBHD
lottery?! NN

+5INo, no, no, no, I didn't mean that. WPLPVP, Z5VWSEKTESD FEAL,
:10kay, so what's the problem?! Z5h, UrHALEERALZKL ! ?

EfdI... I... I can't explain it. I...I... StACTERWLD

L Try! Po>THT!

L It's... ineffable. TN BERRBSZW

v



UEIT'm not effable?

No, no, no, no. "Ineffable." "Ineffable"
means it can't be explained.

&J0h, so I'm stupid?

#k0h, God, what's going on?

Okay, what's going on is you broke my
heart

over my answering machine on my
birthday,

waited three years for me to get over
you,

tracked me down, begged me to go out with
you again,

only so you could dump me three weeks
later, again, on my birthday!

No, it's—it's-it's not like that. I'm
just... it's-it's-it's...

EEIWhat?!

=B I'm just, like, super busy right now.
VANARRATOR: Remember when Natalie said...
YT have my Krav Maga class in half an hour.
ZEITurns out Krav Maga is not a kind of yoga.
It's a form of guerrilla street fighting
developed by the Israeli army.

This is compliments of those two
gentlemen at the bar.

Lt (mockingly) : My knee!

EIIt's inmy hair!

But isn't it nice to know people are
watching?

IMARSHALL : Oh, my God.

HklAre you all right?

SEILILY: What happened to you?

I told the truth. Turns out the truth has
a mean roundhouse kick.

>L)0h, man.

Oh, well, you did the right thing. I'm
proud of you.

PZIT'm bleeding internally.

Hey, Ted, you know what always picks me
up when I'm down? Other people's
misfortune. You missed something so
amazing.

EhilPlease, can we just have one person
EElin this whole bar who didn't see it?
ELIAre you okay?

I really thought I was doing it the good
HeVAway this time. I guess there is no good
way .

Sometimes, no matter how hard you try to
Yildo the right thing, you just end up flat
on your back,

flailing around in a big pile of horse
crap.

ZelYou saw it?

HEiAMy phone gets the Internet now.

EEIIt's okay...

NARRATOR: And that's how it ended with
Natalie.

No happily ever after, just a whole lot
of hurt.

HPAANd just like that,

all those wonderful memories were
replaced... by this one.

But, you know, bad as that night was,
within a year, Natalie was married.

And now she has three beautiful
children.

So that's the upside of hurt. Sometimes
it happens for a reason.

SEiWow.

PiiSo you got beat up by agirl?

Is that all you're taking away from this
story?

PLiYou got beat up by agirl.
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zkiPEiHey, she knew Krav Maga. WLE o S IIXHEMN>TAR
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